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s change? Why The 
a =Cybertronian? Weil, 
please sit back and | 
will endeavor to 
explain this ta you. 

Due to a disagreement with 
the infamous Liane Elliot, Alex 
Jones and! thought it would be 


club newsletter. 
Liane has clearly stated that 
she quit TransMasters, she 
demanded that we either 
change the name of 

Transaction or give her 

complete control over what 

goes into it, and how its done. 

Because she has quit the 

club, and because of the 

condition of earlier Ta's, the 
Officers decided that it would be 
infinitely easier on everyone to 
simply change the name. And 
so, { got to choose the new 

name; The Cybertronian. 

| chose this because it is a 
complete change from a 
name like Transaction, and it 
is completely unbiased toward 
either of our major factions. 
No matter where they may 
foam to settle, the 
Transformers originated in 
Cybertron and so f chose to 
use it's name. 

The only real problem this will 
cause is with the logo contest. 
| still plan to have it, and | 
intend to take the current 
submissions and try to apply 
them toward it. There have 


"Mortar" by Jay Gutzman (see Pg. 9 also 
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lease, when you 
send in your club 
dues make them 
American currency, 
send them te me at 
the given address, and please 
make them out to my name (if 
checks and money orders). 
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INSIDE 
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| have been receiving checks 
made out to Transaction, and |! 
have no way to cash these! 

And don't forget, you only 
have until the first on January to 
mail you tert dollars int No one 
gets The Cybertronian with out 
kl 

-Singuiarity 


continued... 
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..and | look forward to using 
them. 

Please feel free to keep 
sending in your art, and logos. 
And anyone who wants to re-do 
their submission is completely 
free to do so. Because if this 
change | am going to extend the 
contest another month. Yau 
now all have until February 28th 
to mail me your submissions. 

Side note: One last thing... 
| really don't want to hear of 
anyone calling Liane Elliot and 
harassing her about this. | 
know full well that she is simply 
being petty, but she has asked 
to be left alone, and we should 
all honour that request no 
matter how we may feel. We 
have been mature with her in 
the past, and let us continue to 
te so. 

However, anyone who feels 
they must comment, may feel 
free to write me about what they 
think. 

Please fell free to also tell me 
what you think of our new 
name. | will not guarantee to 
change i#t, but {| will certainly 
listen... 

-Singularity 


Laura Pierson 
4720 Arbor Dr. #203 
Rolling Meadows, It. 60008 
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Daniel Gordon 


Dark 
Matrix 


are the size of humans. 


ran haln ne 


lot of great 


he year is 1997. In 


iberated Earth from 
the destructive 
Decepticons, and returned to 
Cybertron as its rulers. Affer 
ther historic batte with 
Unicron, the Transformers are 
known as galactic heroes and 
Wi come fo your aid in your 
hour of need. please note that 
in this story that the Tressiens 


The planet Tres~4 never knew 
the meaning of the word war. 


doubt that there is anyone that 


Alt af tre eianate 


“We do have one hope.” 
Chandler Keo said. “There ts a 
race of robots imown as 
Transformers which exist for 
the sole purpose of protecting 
other lifeforms from evil. With 
your permission High Chandler 
we can contact them and 
maybe they can help us destroy 
the Meteor.” 

The high Chandler, the oldest 
and wisest of the five repfied, 
"You may contact the 
Transformers, but be wamed: 
there are some Transformers 
that will take our sRuation and 
use It to their advantage. Let us 
pray that we will be able to 
defend ourselves if we face 
hostilities with them.” 

A few moments later a sub- 
space distress message was 
transmitted. 

At that moment Blaster 
announced top secret security 
meeting. Optimus Prime, Ultra 
Magnus. Fortress Maximus, 
Grimlock, and Prowl were 
present. After relaying the 
information to the group Blaster 
asked, "How should ! reply?” 

Optimus said, "Tell them that 
1 wil accompany an exploration 
team and that we will be leaving 
ASAP. How tong will if take us 
to arrive on Tres-47" 

ix hours, sir.” 
Computed Fort Max. 

“Good. Grimiock, prepare the 
Dinobets for departure. 
Fortress Meximus, tell 
Preceptor, Brainstorm, and 
Highbrow to pack ail the 
equipment necessary for 
observation. Prowl, have 
lronhide and Kup ready a 
shuttle for us. Ultra Magnus, 
you will be in charge white | am 
gone. Any questions? Good. 
Autobots, Let's roflf* 

Unknown fo the Autobots a 
small, ced, _fobotic eagle 
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Tres4. When the Tressians 
tied to welcome that 
Transformers they were 
staughtered. The planet's 
defense systems had no effect 


find this Meteor and bring ft to 
me. ff the information 
Lazerbeak received is correct, 
the Decepticons wil soon 
control this planet and re- 
conquer our home world form 
the puny Autobots!“ 

Once again the Five gathered 
and they could not find a way in 
which they could get rid of the 
menace of the Decepticons. 
The Chandier Lextor gave a 
startling solution. “The 
scientists in my sector have 
made a scientific breakthrough! 
They have discovered a serum 
that could create super 
Tressians! ft fs untested, but 
we have five volunteers that are 
willing to test in and we can 
use their newfound talents to 
help defend us against these 
monsters! Um, with your 
pablo RB Oe aks of 


This is absurd!" Shouted 
Chandler Pol. “Haw do you 
expect five superbeings to 
protect us from a horde of 
Decepticons? Surely you are 
sending these five brave people 
to their deaths!" 

"Do you have a better idea?” 
growled Chandier Lextor. ‘Do 
amy of you have any other way 
we can stop this menace? | will 
onty begin the process when 
the High Chandler gives the 
word,” 

The High Chander did not kke 
this idea. He fett that there was 
a sinister plot behind this and in 
reality there was. When the 
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After much thought, the High 
Chankier gave Lextor 
permission to create the super- 
soldiers under the condition that 
once the crisis was over that 
they will report for official 
training under the supervision 
of the Five. 

About an hour after their 
landing, Preaking retumrmed to 
the shuttle with the Meteor. It 
had a glowing red colour, and 
was the size of Preaking's 
chest. 

"Well dane Preaking.” Said 
Megatron with an evil smirk on 
his face. “Now place it in the 
observation chamber.” 

After an hour and a haif of 
studying the Meteor, 
Shockwave called for Megatron 
and reported his studies. 

“This Meteor intensifies 
hateful emotions. No noble 
being can go near it without it's 
dark side being wumleased. 
Since the dark sides of all 
Decepticons are already 
released, the energy the 
Meteor is releasing increases 
our strength. By chenneling 
this energy in one object, and 
giving it to our feader will once 
again ignite the spark in every 
Decepticon soul to conquer 
puny worlds such as this one!” 

“How jong will it take you to 
complete the ‘Matrix’?* 

"About half an hour.” 

“Then get to work!” 

Suddenly an alarm went off, 
and Megatron headed for the 
bridge. When he arrived the 
viewscreen was centered on the 
Autobot shutte and tha 
deployment of the Dinobcts. 

was furious. 

“Darn it! } was hoping that the 
Matrix would be ready in time 
for my encounter with Prime. 
But no matter; Combaticanst 
Preacons! Attack!" 
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in our star system have marked | heading back to his master. of Lextor’s super-soldiers would 
us off fimits ever since that rock kil the High Chandier, and 


larcted. There Is noone wecan | About thirty-two hours later a | then he would be heir to the 
turn to” shutie did land on the surface title. 
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Katie Stoudt , 


Vector 
Sigma 


RX iy fas, | am no expert 


on history for the 

Transformers, but { 

_f4 believe that there are 

——" two ways for 

Transformers to "live"... Vector 

Sigma and the Matrix, but | 

believe there is a difference in 
these two powers. 

Vector Sigma brought 
nothingness to life in the “Key 
to Vector Sigma”. He brought 
lumps of formed metal to life 
and true, life Autobots and 
Decepticons. | believe he is the 
one who ‘starts out’ fife with his 
power. How he does #, ! can 
not say, but that is a different 
debate! He, | believe, has 
some of his own essence in the 
Matrix of feadership (Creation 
Matrix). Why? Well think 
about #; the Matrix can bring 
back the dead, if used 
correctly, and the power is 
agreeing with the user, that it is 
correct time. | do, also, think 
that if the Matrix was faced with 
a delema tt couldn't fix, it’s 
powers wouldn't and couldn't be 
used... the same with Vector! 
He's not stupid, half-aware and 
awake, but not stupid! 

The Matrix, on the other hand, 
can not simply "make" things 
come alive (as U.S.}. It needs 
to be handled, used, and 
timed correctly! it also seems 
to know when things must die, 
and doesnt atways restore life; 
neither does Vector Sigma 
simply ‘bring’ things back to fife 
of just simply ‘to’ life. 

This is what | believe, | would 
Tike to hear some thoughts 
forms those of you out there, 
especially MJ Samono, and 


(of course) 


Ray Bossert Jil. 
You can either write me 


privately to through The 
Cybertronian. Which ever you 
prefer... 


Katie Stoudt 
356 Grove Street 
Bridgeport, PA 19405 


..50 the battle was joined. 
Ten Decepticons versus five 
Dinobets. Even though the 
odds were not in their favor, the 
Dinobots came out victorious. 
The fight was not long, but * 
was jong enough for the 
Autobot shuttle to land safely. 
Once upon the = ground 
Powermaster Optimus Prime 
transmitted the following 
message: “Megatron, we know 
you have the Meteor, | am 
giving you five minutes to 
surrender it or we will open fire 
upon your vessel!” 

Megatron knew that Prime 
wasn't kidding because they 
were in an isolated area, and 
he did came here to destroy the 
Meteor, Megatron ran to the lab 
and screamed, “How much 
longer will it take for the Matrix 
to be complete?” 

"Twelve minutes.” Responded 
Shockwave in a harsh manner, 
“but | have made it possible so 
that the energy transfer will 
restart when you place it in your 
chest. You will feel a power 
surge is done. Here.“ 
Shockwave pushed a button, 
the energy transfer ceased, 
and the Matrix came out of a 
seated door. Megatron grabbed 
it and ran out the door. 

Suddenly Shockwave began to 
laugh. “The fool! title da he 
know that the energy surge will 
destroy him then | will become 
leader of the Decepticons! For 
is it not Decepticon tradition 


leader become his successor?” 

Roughty five minutes later 
Megatron had Soundwave 
create a channel between the 
two shuttles and announced: 
"You are too late to stop me 
Prime. J} new weld the 
Decepticon Matrix and it with it | 
shalf crush you and every 
Autobot that has ever existed!" 

To Prime's amazement the 
Decepticon matrix looked 
exactly like the Autobot Matrix 
except for the glowing red 
energy in its center. 

After placing it Into his chest 
Megatron said, “{ challenge you 
fo a fight to the death. The 
winner will not only keep this 
meteor, but this planet as weil. 
Do you accept?" 

Prime was uneasy about this 
challenge. He knew that 
Megatron would drain this 
planet's resources dry as he 
tried to do to Earth, and he 
(Prime) will not allow this to 


rT. 

Another uneasy thought that 
arose in Prime's brain circuits 
was that the origin of this 
“Matrhc’. Could the Meteor 
have created i? 

If so, it must be destroyed. 

“| accept your challenge. To 
the death!" Said Optimus 
Prime, and for the first time in 
his fife Prime knew the meaning 
of the word fear. 

-To be continued 


This submission as sent in by 
Daniel “Shatterstar” Gordon 
who will hopefully send in the 
rest... *grin* 
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Wwerboard' 


Lame Jokes 4 


Brougt b 
What's a 'Con’s idea of 


lronhide's [sue 
Roadkill Why do Decepticon tanks 


have rear-view imérrors? 


C f -5o they can watch the war. 


Heeeeeey. What do ya mean 
D my ello, Humans, “An alr bag“! That's not very nice! 
I t 


How many Decepticons does it] { better stop telling Decepticon 
take to screw in a light bulb? Jokes. They might sue me for 

-Two. One to screw it in, and defamation of character, In small 
another to shoot him and take claims court of course! HA! HA! 
credit for it. HAt Bye! And remember, the 

only good Decepticon is...well... 

Did you hear about the "Con there are no good Decepticons! 
who ran around all night trying Later! 
to catch some sleep? 

Yeah. That was me! 

Figures. 


Autobots, and other Well | can be funny too. What do 
intelligent fifaforms. you call a thousand dead Autobots 
4 of yeah, and ina scrap heap? —A good place 
Decepticons tco! My to hide from the ones that are 
name is Overboard, resident alive! HAR HAR HAR heeey. 
self-appointed Autobot Wait a minute. Did I say that 
comedian, and fve got fright? 
something special for you Yup! And {ll have to admit... 
today! Today | brought a | That WAS pretty funny! now I've 
dummy with me!... And believe | got one for you. What does a 
me it no coincidence that it ‘Con have in common with an 
resembles a Decepticon! in | eclipse? 
fact he is a Decepticon, and in -They both are in total darkness. 
case you were wondering, his 
name is Reckhead! He's part One Decepticon asked another 
chicken, part snake, and all | how to spell “farm”. With the 
moron. Say "HI!" Rockhead! superior aititude of an educated 
(long pause} robot, his friend replied, 
“E-[-E-1-O”. 


Why did the ‘Con climb a glass 
wall? 

-To see what was on the other 
side. 


Hmm... not very talkative 
today, | guess. Well maybe How does a Decepticon guard 
he's just not interested in sma | Wink? 
talk. Do you think | should get -he briefly epens one eye. 
right to the jokes, Rockhead? 

Hit Rockhead! Why can‘t Decepticon's make 

| think Rockhead here nad got | Ice cubes? 
the old cranium in neutral. But -They always forget the recipe! 
Mil just take his answer as a 
‘yes’ and tell you some not-so Wait a minute! (ve got another 
new or improved Decepticon one! What do you get when an 
jokes! Autobot throws a grenade at you? 

-Pull the pin and put it in your 

Did you hear about the pocket for later! HAR HAR HAR! 

Decepticon that won a gold =| See ! can be just as funny as 


metal in the Ciympics? Overboard with my little 
-He wanted it to last longer, Rockhead's Retaliations! 
so he had it bronzed. Suuure, Rockhead. Did | tell you 
about the Decepticon bank | went 
What do you calf a ‘Con to? No? Well, i was ata 
behind the steering wheel? Decepticon bank the other day and 
~An air bag. | asked the teler to check my 


balance... So he pushed me. 
What do you throw a Did you hear about the ‘Con 
drowning Decepticon? who climbed on the roof? 
-Ail of his frends. -He heard dinner was on the 
house. 
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letter column 


The 
Matrix 


3 before | jump right 
into this months 
I'd like to 
: on 
“ something that may 
have confused some of 
you...the name change of this 
newsletter from Transaction to 
The Cybertronian. i appears 
that Liane Eliot decided that 
since her resignation did not 
gamer her the desired pity and 
please to retum, she would, in 
effect, take her batl and go 
home. In a truly sad display, 
she wanted complete control 
over what went into the 
newsletter, or she demanded 
that we change the name fram 
Transaction, as she seems to 
believe that she alone has 
exclusive right to it. 

Needless fo say, the club 
secretary, rather than bother 
with the whole _ situation, 
decided to simply change the 
name, which | can understand. 
$ even like the new name. 
Although | personally would 
have told Miss Elliot exactly 
what she could do with her 
petty, pathetic demands, | am 
glad to see cooler heads 
prevailed, and the situation was 
resolved. | hope you write in 
and let us know what you think 
of the new name, or offer 
alternatives, if you dislike it. To 
some members of the club, 
however, like myself, | am sure 
the name of this newsletter will 
always be Transaction. 

Now, onto this month's topic, 
one that I'm sure will be open to 
much debate- The Matrix. 

Or, more specifically, where 
did it come from? How many 


possess it? 

Firth things first. The Matrix 
has leng been portrayed as the 
device which infuses new 
Transformers with life. 
Logicalty then, it is a device of 
Quintesson design, used to tap 
into some primal, universal 
power source, which could he 
channeled to animate their 
“slaves”. We've all seen that 
the Quintessons have 
incredible technology at their 
disposal, but even this seems 
a bit beyond their scope. A 
device that taps into such 
power must have been devised 
by accident, with no model of 
how to produce more, or else 
the profit-motivated 
Quintessons would surely have 
done so. 

Therefore, it seems logical 
that there is only one Matrix. 
(And the cartoon, comic, and 
movie would seem to bear me 
out on this.) As we've all seen, 
the Matrix is currently in the 
possession of the Autobots. 

Now, onto the next question- 
WHICH Autobot? At the end of 
the movie, it was in the hands 
of Rodimus Prime. however, 
later in the cartoon series, 
Optimus retumed. My theory of 
those last few cartoon is 
somewhat sketchy, so ! hope 
someone will write in and let me 
know if the Matrix was returned 
to him by Redimus. | sincerely 
hope so, as it seems (to me, at 
least) that Optimus Prime was 
the Autobot destined to lead. 

Now, here's the part of my 
theory that wilt probably have 
you Autobot fans up in arms, 
and will most likely delight a few 
of you Decepticon supporters. | 
contend that a Decepticon of 
sufficient worth could wield the 
Matrix with as much skill as any 
Autobot. 

Here's what my theory rests 
on. Until Megatron formed the 
Decepticon armies, gathering 
Transformers whose 
philosophies were like his, 


“Survival of the fittest,” all the 
Transformers were considered 
one people. Therefore, anyone 
of them selfless enough, with 
sufficient willpower, should 
have been able to bend the 
Matrix to their wishes. 

in the movie Galvatron was 
unable to do so, despite his 
insurmountable determination. 
| contend that he was not 
worthy... He was only interested 
in furthering his own goals and 
dreams of absolute power. 
Perhaps a Decepticon who had 
only thoughts of the good of his 
people, and was more 
concemed with furthering their 
philosophy rather than his own 
goats, could wield the Matrix. 
After all, it would certainly 
explain the hordes of 
Decepticons running around. 
(Unless of course, Autobots 
have a high desertion and traitor 
rate within their ranks) 
Which explanation 
more feasible to you? 


seems 


-Ascendancy 
Aaron Sparrow 
10310 SOth St. 

Mira Loma, CA 91752 


Ascendancy can also be 
reached through the Prodigy 
service, via ID SKWDS57C. 


The Replies 


| see you choose to open your 
column in the time-honoured 
tradition of the Decepticon 
Empire, te: Hit them in their 
most cherished fantasy before 
they see you coming. 
Transformers- and advanced 
lifeform? I'm afraid not. They 
display technical excellence in 
sciences and industries, but 
then, that is what they were 
created for, in the first place. 
They are a childish race, 
embroiled in an escalating 


series of civil wars. They 
remind me a bit of the Trek 
Classic episode about the two 
half black/half white men, 
intent on killing each other. 
War is not a higher social 
function, no matter what you 
may think. 

As to actually genders, fet us 
not forget that TF's were 
originally mass produced by the 
Quintessons, and they were 
consumer goods and mititary 
hardware. War machines, | 
admit, | find hard to credit with 
femininity, but that is merely 
my own dysfunctional condition. 
But when you turn to consumer 
goods, you have it right there in 
your face. 

Just ask yourself, "Who do 
Quintessons sell consumer 
goods to?" Obviously, to the 
organic species, who want or 
need someone to do the jobs 
that they consider too boring or 
too hazardous. And when you 
consider that, as consumers, 
they have the night to 
merchandise customized to 
their exact specifications, and 
programmed to suit their 
ORGANIC requirements. 

Naw, what does this 
immediately bring to mind? Oh, 
mining, driving, housework, 
and sex-toy. You don't have to 
feed them, you don't have to let 
them sleep, and you don't have 
to worry about them turning up 
pregnant, or saying "Oh, not 
tonight, dear, i've got a 
headache." There are the 
specific reasons why organic 
beings buy mechanical ones to 
serve them. These are 
fundamentals underlying the 
origins of Transformers. 

Now- about reproduction? It 
ts iHogical to buy a machine that 
you have to coddie to effect 
reproduction. It's also not cost 
effective. But you cant have 
them so SIMPLE to create that 
the end-user can just up and 
make his own from the one he 
bought. A smart capitalist like 
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a Quintesson could easily see 
that. This cuts out sexual and 
asexual reproduction. 

The idea I'm trying to show 
you Is TF's- or specifically, 
Autobots, were made to 
simulate organic Mifefarms, and 
be attractive possessions. How 
they reproduce is something 
else altogether. 

Yes, | believe it should take 
two af ther to create a new, 
unique individual, as the 
undertying principle of the 
Universe is the Yin/Yang 
philosophy. Yes, | believe they 
just “dust off the tool box and 
make...a progeny” to quote your 
article. But | don't think these 
parts are at ali easy to get, off 
of Cybertron, and | don't think 
any old programing can be 
used to Insti! the essence of 
Life in the inert form. And to 
top it all off, | don't think that 
just any two Tf's that decided to 
create progeny can 
successfully accomplish it. As 
with any machine, they have to 
be compatible units...and | don’t 
think you're going to get 
soldiers from @ merging of the 
programming of two scientists. 

Waste time, not life, 

Trax Knight 
Nightwind 


Trax, 

{ agree with yau almost 
completely on the issues you 
mention, although | shudder to 
think of organic beings buying 
TF's from the Quints for use as 
sex toys. Even the Fereng 
arent quite ugly enough fo be 
that desperate. <G> 

Your points on gender 
programming and design 
specication are wel thought 
out, and perfectly togical as to 
why Tfs come in both male and 
female appearance, even 
though they have no need of it 
as non-sexual beings. 

A few things I'd like to 
mention, however my notion 
that TF's are a higher ifeform 
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springs not from their 
inigligence (indeed, they have 
the same petty failings 3s we 
humans) but in their stronger 
physical forms, which 4re 
more resistant to injury, and 
relatively easy to fix. 

! aise never meant to infer that 
TF's could easily build a 
“progeny*, | believe as you do 
that it is a complicated process, 
engaged in by a select few. (f 
would maintain that only those 
worthy of wielding the Matrix- 
and yes,, Decepticons may use 
it also, if # happens to be in 
their possession- are capable 
of such a feat.) 

Anyway, thanks for writing, 
and | hope to heer fram you 
again soon. 

-Ascendancy 


Dear Aaron, 

Well, if Transformers were 
originally created by the 
Quintessons as humanoids (2 
atms, 2 legs, 1 head, eyes, 
nose, mouth, ete.) # might be 
logic to say that maybe this was 
on purpose. if they were 
making the metal equivalent of 
ourselves, I'd say that they 
would oe missing a very 
important part of it if they didn't 
gave them any sexuatity. it aiso 
would have {ts advantages if 
they did give them reproductive 
systems, since the Quints 
would no longer put any effort 
whatsoever in creating them. 
They start out programming 
them to gather into couptes and 
have children with the likeness 
of each parent, and SHAZAM, 
they have free slaves. Some 
tay think that the thought of 
Transformers “Doing it" is silty, 
but # really isn't since that are 
classified 2s fifeforms. Would 
we stil classify them as 
lifeforms if they didn't? 

Ben Daiton 


Ben, 
This one Is easy fo dispute, 


Twist Hew WINGS 
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as your entire argument seems 
to hinge on the folowing notion- 
that Transformers, as @ 
ifeform, have fo reproduce 
sexually, as afl ieforms do. 

Quite frankly, your logic is 
flawed. Paramecium and 
amoeba (to name @ few) do not 
reproduce sexually, and ere 
certainly ffeforms. Therefore, 
your argument can hold no 
water. 

And as for the neton that the 
Quintessons would make TF's 
sexual beings, please see 
Trax (Nightwind) Knight's letter. 
This would put the Quints out of 
business, afowing any who 
purchased a faw Transformers 
to begin praduction of their 
own. This means increased 
competition, and no retum 
profits for the Quintessons- 
something { find difficult to 
befeve they would alow. 

Thanks for writing. 

-Ascendancy 


Dear Aaron, 

FINALLY! There is someone 
out there whe agrees with me 
on Transformer sexuality! The 
way | see it, it's a bit ridiculous 
having “Female” Autobots when 


there are no “Female” 
Decenticons, or anything 
resembling them. And 


according to Marvel, one of the 
major functions of an Autobot 
leader was to grant life. Why 
take a special power, 
Tesponsibility and privilege away 
from an Autobot ordained as a 
leader? 

The point made in the comics 
was that only one in so many 
thousand Autobots was granted 
this special privilege, it's 
sacred and fo create a type of 
Transformer whose only 
purpose is for reproduction is 
degrading. 

ij would not argue there 
couldnt be Autebots who 
resembled females in form and 
reaction, but sexually? | think 
not. Not in robotics. | simply 


find it hard to swallow. 
Till alt are one! 
-Quazar 


Quazar, 

While | must give the majority 
of your fetter a resounding 
"Amen", { must ance again 
note that the Matrix could (and 
should, as far as tm 
concemed) be weided by a 
Decepticon as wel, or any 
other Transformer of sufficient 
power and worth. 

{i hope to hear from you again 
soon. 

~Ascendancy 


Dear Aaron, 

Before | start this letter, | 
know that by this time, you 
must have received = an 
abundance of opinions on your 
controversial topic you 
infeduced to our new 
Transaction. This is another 
opinion, so | ask that you hear 
me through before to jaugh in 
my face. 

First off, | do not completely 
disagree with your view on 
Transformer Sexuafity, but | de 
not completely agree either. 
There are many fine and picky 
points you so eloquently forced 
us alt to ponder in your editorial, 
a few of them | would lke to 
defend. | am not degrading 
anyone or saying that anyone's 
beliefs in this matter are right or 
wrong, as you said, everyone 
is entitled to their own opinion 
and theories as to how the 
Universe works. | am just 
exercising my right. 

Sexuality, does it exist fn 
Transformers. | would have to 
say, if you got down to the 
nitty-gritty, yes. Now, before | 
goon, | want to make clear that 
sexuality is NOT the same as 
gender. if | were asked by a 
passing stranger on the street 
of New York if there are “mate’ 
and “female” Transformers, [ 
woukl say no (or nothing at all, 
depending on the outlook of 
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the stranger.) When | say 
“male” and “femafe", { mean 
that the male is being that 
which Impregnates the female, 
who after the appropriate 
gestation period, gives birth to 
achild. As far as gender goes, 
like your wording of “effeminate’ 
and "masculine" rather than 
male and female. 

Now, some would say that { 
am contradicting myself, but { 
beg to differ. Having a male 


and female are not a 
requirement for sexual 
reproduction. Look at worms 


for example, they are neither 
male nor female, yet they can 
act as both. | say that the same 
basic principle holds true for 
Transformers, they can 
reproduce sexually, but there 
are no designated male or 
female partner. Yes, that 
means that two masculine 
Transformers can couple up, 
two effeminate Transformers 
¢an couple, or a masculine and 
feminine Transformer can 
couple. The idea of male and 
female, if the Transformers 
think that way, would be a pick- 
up from Earth or some other 
world where the species are 
broken up into such categories. 

How do they reproduce then, 
you ask? | ask you to please be 
patient with my explanation of 
this. | am not a scientist, so 
my theory is rather rough. 
When one thinks of sexual 
reproduction, they cannot think 
of just the way that humans (or 
fife on Earth) reproduce. = if 
Transformers do reproduce 
sexually, it would have to be in 
a different manner, therefore, 
one cannet be kept awake 
because the pair of 
Transfomers in the room 
across from them were 
clanging and clanking all night. 
it would have to be a far less 
animalistic {and foud) 
procedure. 

So, here’s my idea, good or 
bad as it may be. Everyone 
knows that solld matter can be 
changed Into energy, so why 
can't i work the other way 
around? The two Transformers 
in question would mate (or 
interface, as | have heard these 
who advocate Transformer 
reproduction call it) by way of 
some energy transfer. How this 
happens, | have absolutely no 
idea, as { said before, this is 


only a rough idea. The 
Transformers, of course, 
woukt have to choose 


keep this energy, since one 
partner (If human-the female) Is 
not predesignated to do so. 
The chosen partner would hald 
the energy and the "gestation 
period” would begin. 

When | say gestation period, 
1 do not mean that the 
Transformers belly swells and 
nine months later out pops a 
fittte car or fet or something. 
During this gestation period, 
the energy fs changing into 
something solid. The solid is 
nothing more than a computer 
chip, the part of the cerebral 
center that gives the 
Transformer it's personallty- 
nothing more. There is no 
body, no car, no jet, not even 
an entire brain, just the part of 
the brain that gives each our 
lovingly created Transformers 
it's uniqueness. 

So, there you have it, my 
litle and rather scanty defense. 
ft understand that it isn't the best 
explanation in the work, but it's 
better than nothing. Tell me, 


Aaron, just how bad is my 
explanation? 

-Katy Edwards 
Katy, 


Believe it or not, | fke your 
explanation. | feel it needs 4 bit 
of fine-tuning, but / think your 
basic concepts are actually 
incredibly sound. 

i ike the idea that TF 
reproduction would involve 
changing energy into sold 
matter. The TF body could be 
built, and this energy, or 
“ifeforce”, could then be 
infused info the body, forming 
key parts of the TF's cerebral 
processing unit. 

The only problem lett is, only 
very pawerful TF's would be 
able fo channet such energy. 
And haw might they focus and 
channel such powerful fife 
energes? | think the answer 
has been in our faces eff along- 
The Matnx. 

-Ascendancy 


Dear Aaron, 

t write in response fo your 
thinking and opinion in volume 
two, issue O of TA. Before | go 
on to anything, | shall say that | 
agree and disagree with you. 

| mostly disagree with your 
views that people who create 
tobots who “Reproduce” are 


unoriginal, NOT TRUE! That 
is so very original, believe me. 
You shouldnt condensed 


no matter how much you people think all _ intelligent 
disagree. fifeforms would be fke us. 
Now, to the sense of And, yes, | have read a jot of 


“gender”. Why? Why cant 
they have gender? Let me ask 
you this, and & may seem a little 
unfair, but true: Do you know 
that God may be a god-dess? 
Haw do you or anyone know? 
To get to the point... | say they 
do. Why? Well, if you think 
“logically”, can you truly have 
love (romance- love) in a society 
with no gender? | say you 
can't. Reproduction... 

Weill, reproduction, that’s in 
the mind of the imagine! Let us 
say what we wish! We have 
questions; you do taf Do you... 
more “how” do you know 
something like that isn't real? 
No, you dont. 

As for rape... | guess you 
don't read many sci-fi's, do 
you? (no offense intended!) 
Don't read my book... 

Well, for your logic, | can 
say you have talent... not saying 
I'm altso-logical, but you have 
to think everything out. Logic 
isnt always our fnend, you 
know... and | think your logic 
may have proved you unsure. 

Thanks for hearing me out 
(and if you think fm a bitch | 
really not; 1 reaily am friendty}, 
and 1 enjoyed your column. 
Hope to hear some more from 
you. 

Oh- and i think a good topic 
to bring up is the differences 


Scif's, which fead to my 
thoughts that rape is an over 
used plot device, which 
tiviaiizes a sefiqus problem in 
our society. Thank you for 
your comments, and | 
sincerely hope youll consider 
doing that articfe. 
-Ascendancy 


Hate mail of 
the month... 


Mr Pham wae ort wit oan F 


Excuse me, Aaron Sparrow, 


This time, | really think you 
last It. Liane Elliot made a very 
good point that the newsletier 
media is NOT the place for 
political Statements. | think it 
showed poor taste on your 
behaif to even attempt to 
retallate against her statement 
by indirectly accusing the 
Republican party as being evil. 

I found your cailing Liane Elffot 
a self-pitying whiner completety 
unnecessary and disrespectful. 
{ don't care if you can write 
whatever you want in your 
pathetic excuse for an editorial 
column. You were given a good 
deal of power when you were 
alowed a page to use in the 
newsletter, and | think you are 
very much abusing your power. 
You're writing for a fan club 


ee ; Vector Sigma and | based on a toy line, net some 
Asani liberal newspaper!! 

: For a person who likes to 

arabe Stan accuse others that they are 

Katie whinner, you da more than your 


fair share of whimpering. 

if people want to use names 
and characters of already used 
Transformers as thei code 
names- fine! tet them! It 
doesn't hurt anyone, and since 
when is ofiginaiity criteria for 


First of ai, fet me just state 
the following ff you tke to write 
an article (or series of articles) 
on the differences befween 
Vector Sigma and Primus, {d 
do my best fo see # gets 
printed in this newsletter, | 


‘ 2 . } ining a club. Even the 

hope youll consider it, it 
E aS utes concept of Transformers was 
ee pyri fabio stolen from a Japanese 
however, I'm afraid you gave company. # think you need to 


lighten up, it's a fan club! Why 
bother with rules on character 
profties? People = join 
TransMasters to meet people 
who share the same interest in 
Transformers, not to be tok 
how to make ther own 
Transformers characters based 
on needless rules generated by 
some big headed club official. 
The character | created runs 
around the battle field using 
overly complicated terms no 


me no specifics on why you 
disagree, You've left me with 
no way to offer the response 
you deserve, The only thing | 
can say is that | feel my idea's 
on gender and TF reproduction 
are fairly cancrete, and that 
both the cartoon and comic 
seem fo back me up. You fold 
me you cancider robots that 
reproduce onginal, but gave 
me no reason why. { stand by 


my nafian fhat # ie a for 


beforehand who was gong to | peoples true matves and views | ‘ymount of veniy tat makes.” | one understands (eviatng) 
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Should | not be allowed in the 
club because this could be 
viewed as unoriginal, 
unrealistic, or plain out silty? 

Let rules for character creatlon 
stay in the role-playing games 
which | play far too offen. Let's 
keep the club members free 
from any mind limiting 
constraints, even if it sacrifices 
some originafity and realism. 
For the past several months I've 
been trying to get a club war- 
game passed that uses a 
character creation process. 
besides my pen pal no one has 
replied with interest. 

| think you really flew off the 
handie in the December issue. 

-Ray Bossert 


Ray, 

You may as wef sit back and 
relax, as } feel your fetter 
deserves a2  blow-by-biow 
response, Let's get right fo it. 

First of aif, fast firme { 
checked, this was sfif a free 
country. (Wel,  theoretcaly 
anyway) As this is an editorial 
column, | have the right fo 
express my opinion in any way 
t see fit. Evan the name of this 
column spefs aut it's nature- 
it's my opinion, and thanks to 
the freedom of speach, / can 
and wif express i in any way | 
desire, ffs  cafed the 
Constitution- read it. 

Second, this political issue 
has been blown way out of 
proportion. My comments on 
politics were never intended to 
be taken too seriously, a fact f 
even inferred with my inclusion 
of a <G>, which symbolizes 
the word “grin”. Sit, | stand by 
my comments, and have no 
intention of sacriicing my 
thoughts and betefs to pander 
the few who can't take a joke. 
And as for Ms. Effot, | never 
called her anything derogatory, 
if was her attempt to gamer 
sympathy and the way she 
went about it that I took issue 
with, ifs called reading 
comprehension- look into it. 

An abuse of power? | hardly 
think | have been given any 
sway over anyone inteligent 
enough to think for themselves. 
Censorship advocates offen 
forget that many of us are 
capable of independent 
thought, without being 
spooned their particular brand 
of propaganda. {Incidentaity, i 
must reafy frost your banana 
that | now have more than one 
page to “abuse”, Eh?} 


Now, on to the issue of 
character originality. 1 do not, 
as you suggest, sfife any 
creativity by suggesting that 
adequate guidefines be 
established for character 
generation- rather, { encourage 
# Having famits and 
weaknesses can only add 
depth to a character. You 
oversight fo this simple fact 
certainly undermines your 
opinion. 

Whimpering? The definition of 
“whimpering” is “to cry with Soft 
whining sounds". t have stated 
my opinions on certain matters 
cleanly and concisely. Indeed, 
it is your letter to me, and your 
subsequent attempt fo go over 
my heed with you ineffectual 
complaints to the club 
secretary that have seemed to 
fa# more into the “whimpering” 
category. it’s called hypocrisy- 
obviously, you're familiar with 
tt 


‘And finaly, | must address 


your comment that 
Transformers were a stolen 
idea from =o aS Japanese 


company. | just want to remind 
you that historically, America is 
not @ country of inventors, but 
innovators. We take an idea or 
concept that exists and we 
make it better. 

And thats what Im 
determined to do with this ciub. 
Fece #, whether you ike & or 
not, ve already increased club 


correspondence, through 
nothing more than two 
editorials, 


So, in closing, | thank you for 
writing in and expressing your 
opinion. | hope you wif de so in 
the future, as i would not deny 
you that right, as if seems you 
would deny ma. I'm sarry you 
take issue with my column, buf 
| have no intention of changing 
#. The onty soluton | can offer 
is, if you dont like it simply 
dont read i. 

-Ascendancy 


MORTAR 
Allegiance: 
Decepticon 
Sub-group: 
-6& Triple 

= changer/ 

5 Insecticon 
7 Function: 
Demolitions 


‘s more of “Mortar” F 


Here 
Jay has talent Doegnt he? 


r- 
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The Pres 
speaks! 


ear TransMasters, 


Happy New Year! 
Apologies for this 
being a fittle late; 
I've been very busy over the 
holiday season, but | had a 
wonderful Christmas, and | 
hope you all did as well. 1993 
is already promising to be a 
very exciting year, particularly 
with the retum of the 
Transformers to TV, the 
comics, the toystores, and 
even- or so !'ve heard- to the 
movie screens. 

We're undergoing some 
changes {again- what else is 
new?), You may already have 
heard that Laura Pierson is 
preparing to faunch into a 
cafeer as a professional 
filustratoer, and won't have the 
time te preform her duties as 
Secretary for much longer. 


atin! 


corti 


Therefore, but the positlons of 


Secretary and Treasurer are 
open, though hopefully not for 
fong. Several people have 
already expressed interest in 
being Treasurer. 
Congratulations to Laura, we 
wish you success, and look 
forward to seeing your work in 
prim! 

On a less cheerful note, we 
have recently bost a _ very 
prominent and respected 
member, Michae! Callahan, 
due te personal differences he 
had with another member. 
Although it was entirely his own 
choice, we're still sorry to see 
him go. i always disappoints 
me when members can't seem 
to get along. it often seems 
that there is tess animosity 


between Autobots and 

Decepticons themselves than 
there is between our own 
members. Let's make it one of 
our New Year's resolutions to 
make an extra effort to get 
along with each other. We're irr 
this club to have fun! Try to err 
more often on the side of 
patience and tolerance, and 
avoid those members you 
simply can't abide. With 
thousands of miles separating 
most of, that really isn't that 
hard to do. The Autobots and 
the Oecepticons may be at war, 
but that doesn't mean that we 
have to be! 

And by the way, Laura (who is 
remaining as editor of the 
Cybertronian, at least for the 
time being), has mentioned 
that she could use more 
submissions. How about ft, 
guys? I'd like to see some 
stories in here, in keeping with 
out plan to make this fess of a 
news magazine and more of a 
fanzine. So get busy! Show us 
what you can do! 

Untt next hme, 

Alexandria Jones 
TransMasters Pres. 


Hullo again, 


Well, first of all | woutd like to 
apologize for the fateness of 
this ftssue, but as Alex 
mentioned | am working on 
getting my artwork published 
into professional books. { am 
currenty working on three, and 
saw the first one come to print 
just this month. Unfortunately, 
this gave me very litile time to 
work on (or think about) the 
Cybertronian. To make up for 
this, you will be getting two 
issues. (Not that { think this 
really makes up for the wait, 
but it was alt | had... <G>) 

As Afex also said, because of 
ail of the art that | must now do, 


i can no longer do the work of 
the chib Secretary. f'm sorry, 
but when faced between doing 
volunteer stuff for the club, and 
my career, the choice wasn’t all 
that had to make. So, when 
Alex decides who the next 
moron... Ah, excuse me... the 
next lucky member will be, | will 
mail everything | have on the 
club to them. “grin* 

im sorry, but | realty feel | 
have to do this. Between my 
fulltime job and ail of this 
artwork I've been cranking out, 
there has been Just no tUme for 
the club, and that's not fair to 
the rest of you who are 
depending on me to get things 
done, | will, however, be able 
to keep the Cybertronian going. 
Doing the newsfetter only takes 
a coupie of hours an issue for 
me, so that shouldn't be a 
problem, 

1 would like to ask that those 
who wish to apply for Secretary 
not send that wish to me. 
That's Alex's job, and she's 
getting a little lonely for the lack 
of letters she’s getting. Oh, 
also, along this same vein... If 
you have a question about the 
club, of something to do with it, 
please mail it off to Alex or Mark 
Tisdaie. | realty don't have the 
time to answer you, and giving 
answers to club questions is 
what they are there for. 
(Besides, t think they wilt really 
enjoy the flux in mail they will 
get... <G>)} 

On to some more exciting 
things... | have been published 
in a fanzine for the Rolemaster 
game, calied Grey Worlds. 
More to the point, my work 
made the Issue #15's cover. It 
was a big thrill to open that 
envelop, | can tell youl | wilt 
also have a comic of my own 
story, and art in another small 
fanzine called 5th Panel 
Comics. Watch for it, for it will 
soon be advertised in several 
comics guilds! | am doing a 
story for the book, as 


well as the back cover for issue 
#3, the cover for some later 
issue (#5 1 have been lead to 
believe}, and | am actually 
doing a set of twelve trading 
cards tor the book. 

To top all of this off, f am 
actualty going to be paid to draw 
the story of a man named 
Richard White, which = will 
appear in a Starwarps book. 
This won't be for months yet, 
though, so don't expect to see 
if any timre soon. 

If any of you are interested in 
seeing any of this, hust drop me 
a line. (and in my ego, | am 
hoping you will... “big grin*) 

Well, | have said quite 
enough for this issue. Even 
though it was almost entirety an 
‘Jeading' issue, | hope that you 
have enjoyed it. Issue #3 will 
have many more pictures in it, 
and well as a little writing... 

Until tater! 


Singularity 


In March dont 
miss the logos! 


BACK 


Transformers are a registered Trademark of Hasbro. Copyright 2006 Hasbro/Takara Tomy, all rights reserved. 
The TransMasters club and its members produced all medias under the Non-Profit agreement. If you would like 
to submit items to the next issue, slated to be released at the end of January 2007 for the 2006 year: please 
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